
Warwickshire Sustainable Farming Groups 
Newsletter March 2022

Welcome to our first newsletter for 
our two new sustainable farming 
groups and the existing Arden Farm 
Wildlife Network.

We have been working hard behind 
the scenes to secure funding to be able 
to support these new groups. The aim 
of them is to help 

 � support on-farm environmental 
work and habitat management 
including help to access funding

 � help farmers with the transition of 
phasing out of BPS and into ELMS

 � support farmers with                 
contributing to the target of 
achieving net zero agriculture

Training and support will cover the 
following areas

Although we have the support of 
lots of local farming and wildlife 

organisations, all of our groups in 
Warwickshire are farmer led so please 
do get involved and suggest ideas that 
would help support the environmental 
work you are doing (or want to do) on 
your farms.

Please also let us know if you think we 
should include any other information 
in this newsletter we want it to be a 
useful tool to signpost you to relevant 
information and funding pots.

Zoe

Warwickshire Rural Hub Environmental 
Steering Group Chairman & Arden 
Farm Wildlife Network Facilitator
07980 771872
zoecbell@outlook.com
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 USEFUL WEBSITES  

Hedgerow management - People’s 
Trust for Endangered Species
www.ptes.org
The resources on this page will 
give you an understanding of the 
hedgerow life cycle and useful 
tips for management and tools for 
assessing hedges to prioritise for 
management.

Cluster Farm 
www.farmerclusters.com 
This website is a resource for 
farmers, facilitators, advisors and 
anyone interested in landscape 
scale conservation projects. There 
is information about different 
projects and a forum to ask 
questions and share knowledge. 

Nature Friendly Farming network 
www.nffn.org.uk 
This was formed by a group of 
farmers who have come together to 
champion a way of farming which 
is sustainable and good for nature. 
The network is open to farmers 
and the public and will be used to 
raise awareness of nature friendly 
farming, share experiences and 
work together for better policies for 
food and farming. 

Farm Wildlife 
www.farmwildlife.info 
This website provides best practice 
guidance on how to help wildlife 
on farmland, developed by a 
partnership of some of the UK’s 
leading conservation organisations.

Agricology
www.agricology.co.uk 
Agricology is a communication 
platform for sustainable agriculture. 
The website covers material from 
fields and farms, a resource library 
with about 300 technical guides, 
articles, leaflets etc. 

Woodland and Wildlife Toolkit
www.woodlandwildlifetoolkit.
sylva.org.uk/home
This has some really use full fact 
sheets on managing woodlands 
for wildlife and advice on specific 
woodland species. 

Upcoming events and 
activities

SFI – how to apply and what to                
look out for 

This event is planned for when the 
application window in 2022 is announced.  
This will be available for members of all                 
3 groups.

Butterfly farm walk with Mike Slater 
Wednesday 25th May 1.30 – 3.30pm 

Grove House, Wootton Wawen,
Henley-in-Arden B95 6AA

Update from Arden Farm 
Wildlife Network

As you know the 31st March 2022 marked 
the end of the initial funding from the Rural 
Payments Agency for the project. However, 
we don’t intend for the group to stop and 
we’re currently working on securing more 
funding to continue delivery. So, watch               
this space!

Please do continue to encourage your 
neighbours or friends who live in the area 
to join the group so we can continue to 
grow and help support them through this 
agricultural transition.

Round up of events in last quarter:
 � Members planning meeting
 � Introduction to practical hedge laying
 � Healthy hedges webinar 
 � Visit to Overbury Estate with Jake 

Freestone
 � Bird identification farm walk 

Projects Update - Corn buntings
Four of the farmers in the Wellesbourne 
/ Charlcote area met in January and have 
agreed to introduce some tweaks to their 
cropping to try and support the local 
population of Corn bunting. They will be 
double sowing some mid-field strips of 
barley and installing song posts. Local bird 
watchers will be keeping a close eye on 
these areas to see if they are being used 
this spring / summer.

Update from South 
Warwickshire Sustainable 
Farming Group

On the 31st March Talton Lodge hosted our 
first group workshop. James Brown of Brown 
& Co led the session giving the group skills 
to help them review their farms and decide 
what new schemes may suit them best in  
the future.

Update from Leam and                 
Upper Avon Sustainable 
Farming Group

Our last meeting was a really interesting              
talk on Regenerative Farming by Ben              
Taylor-Davies (Regen Ben). Ben was very 
engaging and gave the group some useful, 
practical, takeaway points. We barely 
scratched the surface on the subject but 
have identified a few more ideas for future 
meetings e.g. composting and a visit to Ben’s 
Farm in Herefordshire.

We are currently in discussion with Warwick 
District Council about supporting their ‘Trees 
for our future’ campaign. We are hoping to 
set up a similar initiative to Solihull where 
they supply free trees to farmers interested 
in gapping up or planting hedgerows or 
creating small blocks of woodland. More 
information on this to follow so please watch 
this space if you’re interested.

Help, advice and monitoring

Habitat support for butterflies  
and other pollinators
Mike Slater from Butterfly Conservation 
is able to provide an overview report for 
all members explaining what butterfly 
species are known in the area and how 
management can be tweaked to help 
resident butterflies and help new species to 
colonise. If you are interested contact Jane 
info@ruralhub.org who can forward your 
contact details to Mike.

Kings

If you are ordering any seed Kings Game 
cover and Crops are offering a 5% discount 
on seed purchases for all members. If 
you are interested in making use of this 
offer then please contact Meehal.grint@
frontierag.co.uk.

Meehal is also be able to offer one to one 
advice on any site specific issues with 
establishment and management of their 
mixes, including game cover, cover crops, 
wild bird seed mixes and flower/pollen and 
nectar mixes.Jo
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Wild bird seed mix
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Hedge laying

Local and national  
initiatives and grants in the 
Arden Landscape Area

Countryside stewardship 
scheme and Catchment 
Sensitive Farming 2022

Countryside Stewardship Mid-Tier 
Scheme, Wildlife Offers and Capital Grants 
Applications are now open. There have been 
further changes this year from Water Capital 
grants available to people in medium and 
high priority areas, online applications and 
changes to revenue option payments. 

If you need further help with applying for 
one of these schemes this could be run as 
a group workshop. Let Jane info@ruralhub.
org.uk know if this is of interest. Countryside 
Stewardship - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Catchment Sensitive Farming (CSF) offers 
free training and advice to help farmers 
improve practices, reduce air and water 
pollution, protect the environment and 
save money. CSF advises farmers on CS 
capital items and land management options 
to address water quality, air quality and 
flood risk primarily through Countryside 
Stewardship Mid-Tier. Certain items and 
options require CSF approval and are 
available in the high and medium priority 
areas for water quality as shown on Magic 
Maps https://magic.defra.gov.uk. Approval 
for proposed items cannot always be 
guaranteed as we aim to deliver targeted 
advice depending on the pollution priorities 
in your area. 

As well as grant support, access to free 
specialist advice is also available for many 
aspects of your farm business, which could 
cover advice on soils, nutrient management, 
farm infrastructure, air quality and water 
resources amongst others. 

If you would like further advice from 
Catchment Sensitive Farming please contact 
csf.severn@naturalengland.org.uk and your 
enquiry will be passed to the relevant local 
adviser. Further general information on CSF, 
as well as guidance on how to request advice 
can be found in this link: https://www.gov.
uk/guidance/catchment-sensitive-farming-
reduce-agricultural-water-pollution#find-out-
if-your-lands-in-a-high-priority-area

Sustainable Farming Incentive

As some of you are aware the details about 
the Sustainable Farming Incentive 2022 
have been released, below are some useful 
links. We will let you know as soon as the 
application window is open.
Sustainable Farming Incentive: how the 
scheme will work in 2022 - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk)

England Woodland Creation 
Offer

The England Woodland Creation Offer 
(EWCO) is a new grant scheme for farmers 
and landowners that supports the creation 
of a range of woodland types and sizes, 
including applications of small areas of 
land from 1 hectare upwards. The grant 
will cover standard capital costs for tree 

planting, as well as rewarding farmers and 
landowners for providing public and/or 
wider environmental benefits.
More information is available at England 
Woodland Creation Offer - GOV.UK (www.
gov.uk)

Fisher German launch The 
Green Offset

Landowners with available land can now 
quickly and easily be found by developers 
who need land to site natural capital 
elements or carbon offsetting thanks to an 
innovative new ‘matchmaking’ scheme that 
is free for landowners to register their land 
on in a secure way.

‘The Green Offset’ – developed by Fisher 
German – links up parties looking to find 
land for any environmental requirements 
with landowners who have land available 
to facilitate this. Offset Seekers – firms or 
individuals looking for land - will be able to 
search for suitable sites using The Green 
Offset website, make an enquiry via the 
website which will contact landowners 
or their agents to see if there is a match. 
Landowners can easily register their land 
on the website in a secure way, which will 
show that they are open to discussion and 
negotiation around siting of environmental 
schemes on their land. 

For more information, or to register as an 
Offset Provider or Offset Seeker, please visit 
www.thegreenoffset.co.uk or call on 
0845 437 7359
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Severn Trent Schemes 

Severn Trent have a partnership project 
with Warwickshire Wildlife Trust covering 
the Leam and Upper Avon river catchments. 
You can find out more about the                    
project here.

Legacy Forest

As part of Severn Trent’s commitment for 
the first Carbon Neutral Commonwealth 
Games, they are working with landowners 
to host our legacy forest project. If you are 
interested or would like further information 
please contact your advisor.

Swap your nozzle

Severn Trent want to protect water 
quality as much as possible at source, and 
they know that using low drift sprayer 
nozzles should reduce pesticides reaching 

watercourses. Following the popularity 
of this scheme earlier this year, they’re 
delighted to offer one last chance to sign up 
to their exclusive online workshops – and 
the chance to Swap Your Nozzles, for FREE! 
You’ll be able to join Severn Trent from 
the comfort of your farm office, and will 
receive some great advice and help from 
their expert, Chris Tolley of Chris Tolley 
Agronomy. After the workshop, you’ll be 
eligible to claim for a full set of LERAP 3*or 
4* low drift nozzles for FREE. You’ll even be 
able to claim NRoSo and BASIS CPD points 
too. The workshop will go through the 
environmental, agronomical and financial 
points around spraying, how to drive 
efficiencies, and techniques to consider, and 
will provide an opportunity to share ideas 
and experiences on best practice. 
To register your interest contact 
farming4water@severntrent.co.uk or call 
Una McBride: 078 11847161 or Marion 
Perrett-Pearson: 079 70944834 

Biodiversity Offsetting – 
Warwickshire Council

Biodiversity offsets are conservation 
schemes that compensate for any residual 
loss of habitat by development such 
as housing. Developers are required to 
compensate for these losses by funding the 
creation or restoration of wildlife habitat 
in the vicinity of the development. Offset 
schemes are delivered and managed by 
landowners who are willing to create or 
enhance suitable habitats and manage 
them over the long term (30 years). For 
example, this might include the creation 
and management of species-rich grassland 
or ponds. The agreement will guarantee 
payments to the landowner to fund all 
habitat enhancements and management 
costs plus potentially other economic losses 
(e.g. stocking number reductions) for the 
30 years. 

If you would like any more information 
please contact Warwickshire County 
Council Ecological Services on 01926 
418060, davidcole@warwickshire.gov.
uk and visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
biodiversityoffsetting 
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